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[ Abstract ]

Interpretation and Homiletical Implications of
Ezekiel 40-48

Lee, Hee Sung

This article re—examines the interpretive challenges surrounding
Ezekiel 40-48 and offers an integrated theological and homiletical
reading of the prophet’s climactic temple vision, After critically
surveying major interpretive traditions—allegorical, literal —futurist,
symbolic—literary, and theol ogical —eschatological-the study adopts a
redemptive—historical and typological approach that incorporates the
strengths of these perspectives while avoiding the historical constraints
of literalism and the abstraction of pure symbolism, Within this
framework, the temple measurements, sacrificial regulations, priestly and
princely roles, the river of life, and the apportionment of land are
analyzed as coherent elements of a unified theological pattern centered
on the restoration of divine presence and the expansion of holiness. The
study further explores how Ezekiel’s temple vision is received and
transformed in the New Testament, where it finds fulfillment in Christ’s
temple ministry, the outpouring of the Spirit, and the eschatol ogical
vision of the New Jerusalem. Particular attention is given to the
homiletical significance of this interpretation, arguing that Ezekiel 4048
should be preached not as atechnical blueprint or a moralizing vision but
as a proclamation of God's prior and gracious activity that summons the
community to faithful response. By articulating preaching principles
related to holiness, communal ethics, worship, and eschatological hope,
this study seeks to equip preachers to handle this difficult text with
theological depth and pastoral clarity. Ultimately, Ezekiel’s temple vision
emerges not as a plan for a future building but as a theological
architecture of renewed creation, offering enduring significance for
contemporary biblical theology and Christian preaching.

Key Words : Ezekiel 40-48, Temple Vision, Redemptive—Historical
Typology, Divine Presence, Homiletical Implications
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