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[ Abstract ]

Homiletical Discourse Based on Paul Ricoeur’s
Interpretation Theory

WooriHan

This paper seeks to construct homiletical discourse in light of French
philosopher Paul Ricoeur’s interpretive theory of the text. Ricoeur’s
interpretive method goes beyond the affirmation of the historicity and
immediacy of the text and opens up the possibility of facilitating the
reader’s experiential encounter with the historical context of the text.
Ricoeur’s hermeneutical insights can serve as an appropriate
hermeneutical aternative for today’s modern readers with a more critical
and less simplistic worldview. This hermeneutical approach to the text
increases the possibility of a personal re—experience of the text by
moving away from an emphasis on the immediate meaning of the text
and pursuing exploration of the overflowing meaning of the biblical text.
Ricoeur proposes employing a dialectical movement between explanation
and understanding in which the reader moves from understanding to
explanation and then from explanation to appropriation in the process of
exploring the meaning of the text. Through explanation or critical inquiry
about the text, the reader acquires new meanings that the text opens up.
The preacher, as reader, gains a new way of being within the world
opened up by the text by participating in the world it refers to. By
analyzing Ricoeur’s hermeneutical insights, the author seeks to clarify six
characteristics of homiletical discourse that preachers as readers can
apply to their method of interpreting the biblical text. Lastly, this paper
introduces the possibility of a transformative reading of the Bible that
enables a new mode of being for the preacher as a reader through the
totality of new sense and reference projected by the text.
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