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[ Abstract ]

Homiletical suggestions for the recovery of the
sermon’s public nature

Seo, Jima

Since the 2000s, both the social credibility of Korean churches and the
guantitative growth of churches have been on a steady decline. Even in
this situation, the sermons of the Korean churches only emphasize the
private realm of individual believers and the church rather than focusing
attention on the responsihilities of those who have been saved and the
role of the faith community with the changes of the times. However,
preaching does not remain only in the private realm, but inevitably has a
public nature, and must deal with the public realm so that believers and
churches carry out the mission in the world entrusted to them by God. In
order for believers and churches to restore and grow social credibility, the
sermon’s public nature must be recovered. In this paper, the researcher
will examine the reasons why the Korean churches has lost the sermon’s
public nature and discuss the legitimacy of the recovery of it. In addition,
the paper will discuss that establishing the identity of believers and the
church is the top priority as away to recover the sermon’s public nature,
and to propose the sermon on the narrative of redemptive history as an
alternative to establishing the identity of believers and the church.

Key Words : the public nature of the sermon, privatization of preaching,
dualism, pragmatism, identity, narrative, narrative of
redemptive history
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